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WHAT 


SHOULD BE 
DONE ABOUT 
INTERCOLLEGIATE 


FOOTBALL ? 


Shortly before football season got go- 
ing, the country was shocked by a 


scandal at West Point. Ninety cadets, 








the majority football squad members, 
were accused of having violated West 


Point’s Honor Code either through cheat- 





ing on examinations or helping others 





cheat. The principal factor that brought 


about this state of affairs was soon seen 
to be football. 


The illustrations for this issue of the Guide were drawn by Stuart Judd, ]r., a student at 
the Putney School, Putney, Vermont. 




















'How About Football ?) 


West Point attaches great impor- 
tance to football. The idea is that foot- 
ball is good for future officers because 
it makes strong, aggressive, quick-mind- 
ed men and builds character. The pres- 
tige of the Academy suffers, West Point- 


and maintain required scholastic stand- 
ards yet at the same time devote to 
football the long hours of practice and 
tremendous expenditure of energy 
called for by the coaches? 

At West Point, one way used with 
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ers feel, when the football team loses. 
Many Old Grads feel the same way 
‘about their own colleges. 


Material is essential for winning 
games. This leads to recruiting. Many 
colleges practice it in one way or an- 
other. For instance, it is known that army 
officers and others work on members of 
Congress to appoint promising players 
to West Point. Appointees shaky in their 
studies are invited to a cram school 
which helps them pass West Point's en- 
trance exams. Once in the Academy, 
they are faced with a very real problem 
(and the same thing applies in other col- 


leges): how pass further examinations 


the knowledge of Academy authorities 
is for football players to be tutored by 
bright upper-classmen. Another is to 
yield to temptation and resort to such 
dishonest practices as those which led 
to the West Point scandal. If should be 
pointed out that a cadet’s academic 
ranking on the graduating list plays an 


‘ important part in the rate of his promo- 


tion during his entire army career. 


Among other things, the West Point 
scandal brings to the fore the whole 
problem of overemphasis in college foot- 


ball. 


Question— What should be done 
about intercollegiate football? 
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As a result of the scandal, several 
senators and congressmen, sonie of 
them former football players, have de- 
manded that football be suspended at 
West Point. 





How About Football | at West Point ?| 


Question—Should football be sus- 
pended at West Point? 

Should it be suspended at Annapolis, 
too? 

Are there alternatives we might sug- 
gest? 


(4 7. 
/ CZ) 


oe 
bz 2 
A 


§ “2a 








[How About West Point’s Honor Code?! 


It was set up by Colonel Sylvanus 
Thayer after he became Superintendent 
of the Academy in 1817. It regards 
equally guilty both the receiver and giv- 
er of aid at examinations, and it re- 
quires cadets themselves to report vio- 
lations. A cadet’s report of wholesale 
violations opened the present case. 


No proctors are present at tests given 
under the honor code. Testimony re- 
vealed that cribbing had been going on 
for quite some time; that men who have 
since fought and died in Korea had been 
guilty of cheating. Faculty practices, it 
was contended, relying on the code, un- 
thinkingly placed temptation in the 


student's path by putting the same set 
of questions to different divisions at dif- 
ferent times, thus giving students time 
to pass along answers. 

“Although there are many cadet regu- 
lations that are related to the Honor 
System,” says the official syllabus of the 
Academy, “the system has never out- 
grown its simple meaning—that a cadet 
will neither lie, cheat nor steal.” 

Personal integrity, truthfulness, and 
honor are fundamental principles of de- 
mocracy. 


Question—Is West Point's Honor Sys- 
tem the best way to encourage these 
principles? 

if not, what should be done? 
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[What About West Point?) 


It has been suggested that West 
Point's academic system be overhauled 
to improve teaching and teaching meth- 
ods at the Academy. 


It has also been suggested that the 
service academies of the United States 
(West Point, Annapolis, the Coast Guard 
Academy, the Merchant Marine Acad- 
emy) be converted into graduate schools 
at which men will be prepared for ca- 
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reers as officers after they have com- 


pleted their undergraduate studies else- 
where. 


Question—How about these sugges- 
tions? 

Shall we, since some of us may follow 
such careers, draw up a resolution to 
Congress suggesting a course of action? 

lf so, how shall we word the resolu- 
tion? 
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[What About the Accused Cadets ?! 


This is largely a question already set- 
tled by the facts, since the men have left 
West Point and many have been able t 
enter other colleges. 


The public, while condemning cheat- 
ing, has, because of the circumstances, 
shown a continuing interest in the fate 
of the cadets. The Academy authorities 
first ruled for dismissal, then modified 
their stand by saying most would be per- 
mitted to resign. The disgrace of dis- 
missal had influenced many colleges 
and universities to refuse to consider ap- 


plications of transfer—though one cadet 
revealed he had received four or 
five offers from colleges asking him to 
enter and play football for them. At 
last the pace was set by several insti- 
tutions offering to accept academically 
qualified transfers, provided the former 
cadets take no further part in intercol- 
legiate athletics. As Cardinal Spellman, 
of New York, remarked, urging colleges 
in his archdiocese to accept applicants 
under the non-competing condition, “to 
err is human, to forgive, divine.” 


Question—What is your opinion on 
the aftermath of the scandal? 
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